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with aesthetic ends, and in order to form a more homogeneous whole. For 
scientific purposes, therefore, the poem is in its present condition useless. 
Accordingly the Finnish Literary Society has resolved to publish the 
MS. which served as the basis of Lonnrot's composition, as well as all the 
variants which are known to exist. The task has been committed to J. 
Krohn and A. Borenius, and is to be divided in such a way that the latter 
shall have charge of the songs of the province of Archangel, and the 
former the remainder, which are more primitive in form as one proceeds 
southwest. Both series will be published in parallel order. In the west- 
ern series, with which the work is now begun, there exists no whole, as is 
the case in that of Archangel, but the connecting songs have not been 
added. The first section contains the Creation, Forging of Heaven, and 
Contest of Song. As the text is unaccompanied by a translation, it is not 
possible for the English reader to judge of the results likely to be reached 
by this most interesting undertaking. At a later time, when these results 
shall be accessible, we shall have occasion to notice at greater length the 
famous national epic. 
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